
Health Informatics Society of Ireland 

ICT Leaders Forum – Advisory Council 

Meeting Notes 

June 14, 2017 

Attendees: Neil O’Hare (Chair), Dermot Cullinan, John Maher, Robbie Phelan, David Wall, Michael 

Connolly 

Apologies: Deidre Hyland, John Hayes,  

Meeting Notes 

Item Notes & Actions 

CyberSecurity 

Workshop Follow-up 

Note: Peter Connolly (HSE) and Chris Meehan (HSE) joined the 

meeting for this and the following item. 

A successful workshop on the theme of Cyber Security was held on 

the 5th May. At that meeting, it was agreed that a more coordinated 

approach to procuring and utilizing the range of available IT security 

solutions would be of benefit. Peter and Chris outlined the initial 

work that the HSE have done in this area, but agreed that a unified 

approach would be very useful. Michael Connolly outlined initial 

work he has done re market soundings on the provision of a 

“Defense Shield” that would include the range of required security 

offerings. From his findings it would appear that a combined 

approach would yield big efficiencies in better value for money. DC 

pointed out that because we are all interconnected, if we did have a 

preferred combined solution and one or two hospitals did not 

engage, this may result in an identifiable weak point. CM stated that 

DGOU had a framework available for IT security products but no 

clarity of what was included was available. 

Actions: 

1. It was agreed that MC would circulate his data to the 

Advisory group for review. 



2. CM / PC would review this data and identify areas of 

opportunity from the HSE side (along with indicative size / 

quantity data); 

3. CM / PC would get clarity on what was included on the 

security framework; 

4. A workshop for a small group to agree a potential spec for 

going to the market will be held on the 26th June @ 14.00 in 

SJH (NOH to organize). 

GDPR Workshop 

Follow-up 

PC & CM provided an update on HSE activities in relation to GDPR. 

They confirmed that the government has indicated that there would 

be no additional funding for GDPR activities. The HSE will be making 

available a CBT programme via HSELand around Information 

Governance, however this is at a basic level and not GDPR specific. 

They are also in the process of updating all their policies and DP 

agreements with third parties. 

In discussions, it was agreed that a workshop on practical tasks that 

we can /should be doing would be worthwhile to ensure alignment 

across the health service. DC agreed to plan such a workshop and 

circulate to the group a plan for same around agenda / hosting / 

moderating / etc. 

Formal Link / 

Nomination to Digital 

Health CIO Advisory 

Council (UK) 

The group discussed the recent request for nominations to the UK’s 

Digital Health CIO Advisory Council. It was noted that Richard 

Corbridge had submitted an expression of interest in running again. 

The group felt that it was unlikely that two Irish council members 

would be elected and therefore supporting Richard’s nomination 

would be the best approach. No member at the meeting expressed 

an interest in putting his name forward. 

Upcoming Gartner 

“Masterclass” event 

DW Updated the Council on the Gartner “Masterclass” with Ed 

Gabrys to be held on Tuesday 20th June in Dublin. He encourage all 

members of the CIO advisory Council and Forum to attend. 

Note: Ed Gabrys is a Research Director in Gartner CIO Research, 

based in Dubai, UAE. His research focuses on leadership, culture, 

digital business and strategy. Specifically, he helps senior leaders 

develop leadership skills, insights, and inspiration, strategic plans 

and organizations that are required for success in a digital world. 

https://www.gartner.com/analyst/47144/Ed-Gabrys


He is also the Conference Chair for Gartner's Symposium/ITxpo in 

Barcelona. 

Ed will discuss the question: How can CIOs improve their brand and 

influence by building trust and through better communications to 

become an equal partner and trusted ally at the executive table 

 

Next CIO Forum 

Workshop 

The group discussed possible options around the theme of the next 

proposed CIO Forum Workshop. It was agreed to try and develop a 

workshop around joint themes of BI / DA and Innovation and to take 

up the kind offer by Intel of hosting. 

MC / NOH to work to develop a draft agenda for the session – to be 

hosted around the beg or mid Sept. 

HISI Conference CIO 

Theme 

DW updated the group on preparations for the HISI Conference this 

year and his recent note to the Forum seeking potential short 

presentations (5-10 mins max) on projects that have successfully 

been implemented across the wider health sector. He also stated 

that the HISI Committee are currently deciding on a theme for this 

year’s conference. 

Crossover event with 

ICS Leaders 

Held over to subsequent meeting due to time requirements. 

CHIME Speakers NOH updated the Council members on a note in from Richard 

relating to CHIME Speakers Bureau. NOH to circulate the e-mail to 

members for their review and interest. 

AOB There was no other business. 

Date of Next Meeting It was agreed to hold the next Advisory Committee meeting on the 

same day / location as the proposed CyberSecurity Workshop on the 

26th June. 

 

 

 


